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The Fool hath ſaid in his Heart ,There 3s no God,Pſ.14.1, [: 
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| To the moſt Honoured 


MADAM; \ þ 
O theſe ſmall Fragments, I i»ſcribe 
this proper Name of Tours. For 
| which 1 have a great Example, 
and valuable Reaſons. Eh | 
My Example is John the Divine; who 
. hath inſcribed a ſhort ColleCtion of ſacred 
Learning to an Ele& Lady. And, my 
Reaſons are theſe : " 4 
_ Tour Ladiſhip hath been ſuch a Reader, 
that you are become a Judg of Books ; as a 
grave Antient ſpeaks of a rare Lady in his 
Age. Neither is it queſtioned, but your 
religious Principle gives yow a more than 
common Savour of mzy Divine Arguments. 
And, as confident I am, that Sophronia's 
Name will attratt Readers ; and her holy 
Prayers may fetch a Bleſſing from Heaven 
on their Reading ! 
AS: Full 


IV The Dedicarion. 


Full well her Ladiſhip ſeeth the ſore need. 
Oar Age being one very fruitful of Religi- 
ons, and barren of what 1s truly Religt- 
ous. Oze-that has been contending ſo long 
for bare Garbs and Dreſles of Religion, 
that: it has wery, little : left ih more. than 
Dreſſes, Garbs, and-Modes of Religion. 

It is come to that paſs, that Fools fear 
not to ſhoot their Bolts. Azd, they who 
fay it not with their Tips, do ſay in their 
Lives, that, There is no God. Onur The- 
iſts be geperally Atheiſts ; a7d/do ſhew plain- 
ly, that tho their.Clamour be againſt Three 
Perſons, their Wrath and Spite 7s apainit 
One God ! Inſomach, that Nullitarians zs 
a much more proper Name for them than 
Unitarians. Szrely, Goats, whatever MilK 
they give, are Brutes. Azd, Panthers, tho 
they have wonderfully ſweet Scents, are 
very il] Creatures. Some of our Deifts are 
open-handed to the Poor ; oe of them eſpe- 
cially, with his own or other folks Money: 
And, xs Fauſtus Sotinus before hinp, he is 
complaiſant and fweet even to ſuch as de- 
zeft and oppofe his Hereſy. Joining himſelf in 
the Society for Reformation of Manners. 
But, fearcely is there one Snake of them, whoſe 
Poiſon ts not ſeen through hi beſt painted 
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The- Dedications ,V 
Skip 1 Immoral Poiſon, I mean; and ſuch 
Imparity, as ipeaks.no good will th Deity. 
And, it 1s morthy, to be remembre, » what a 
great Man, mho,was in danger of being taken 
7n their Pit, did put ta Socinus himfelf, and 
his Followers,. If your Dac- OOO 
« trine be the, Truth, hoy Nu picratts 

| \ , ©,  commendanione,: 
& comes it to be ſo, that. Zf 25S Ke. Sernputi ab 
&« contended for by no Men of <cellenti Viro 
& any good Name. for Piety, <1 —Sg 
&« any Praiſe for exemplary ._. 

Life and Converſation? but the, contrary. 
they are, who ſet forth your Opinions. 
The Holy Scriptures are complemented 
a little; but. aot. reverenced at- all, by the. 
Many. The Socinian prefers his Light of 
Reaſon ; as the Quaker doth hi: Light 
within, Which. is bat the ſame Farthing- 
Candle, aifferently denominated, And, 
0t, a few bold Sparks ſay plataly, They. 

are but of Men, and not-from Heaven. 
Sarely, Sophronia, the Arch-Biſhop of 
Mentz aid long agg ſpeak all their Hearts. 
At the Diet of Ausburg, 7 the Year 1530, 
lighting 08. 4: Bible, and readzps a while in 
it, he very honeſtly profeſſed, that he. 
knew not well what Book it was, but 
he ſaw plainly that it made againſt rhe 
Papal way, A 3. Miſe- 
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Vi. The Dedication. 

Miſerable is the manner, in which oar 
common Proteſtants do read the Sacred 
Scripture. There is no doubt, but the 
Tranſgreſfion of it faith within Sophro- 
nia's Heart, There is no Fear of God 
before ſo irreverent Eyes | And, her La- 
diſhip will not blame me, for ſending forth 
theſe Antidotes iz days of ſach Contagion. 
If ut be my fault that T ſend forth no more, 
that Fault ſhall as ſoon be mended as it is 
made to appear. Indeed St. Auſtin ad- 
viſeth to much Writing #2 4 time of much 
Corruption : that in the plemy of Books 
all Men may find what will beſt (ute their 
atfferent Palats, But whither runs my Pex ? 


MADAM; 
Under the moſt ſenſible Obligation of your 


wery ſingular Favours, I am ever praying, 
that great may be your Reward in Hea- 
ven. And, in all Sincerity, I ſhall conti- 
rue to be 


Yoar Ladiſhip's moſt Humble, 
and moſt Devoted Servant, 
[. Eridges-ſtreet near 


Covenr-garden, 
July 1. 1697, 


Dan. BukrGess, 
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PROOF S of God $ fs Being, 
and of the Scriptures Di-- 


vine Origin. 


Witch Dix ec T10ns for profitable 
Reading of the Scriptures. 


CHAP. I. 
The Arguments by which the Holy Ghoſt 


refreſheth Souls, with the revived Senſe 


of God's Being, are ha theſe. 


Arg.1. TY Conſcience is as a thouſand 

Witneſſes to me, that there 

3 #5 4God. For, within me 

- TI haveit ſitting as an 1n- 

Gy Judg, and ſtill ating in the Name of a 

Superior. Even a ſupreme one, and infinitely 
aboveall Mortal ones. When I do what 1s Evil,” © 

tho ever ſo ſecretly, and both without Mens 

Knowledg, and beyond their Power to Re- 

venge ; this inward Judg puts me to Shame, 
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© Proofs of God's Being: 


and fills me with Fear. Telling me, there is 
an All-ſeeing Eye that obſerves me, and as 
juſta"Hand” that will puniſh m: me; Toonier 6 or 


<< =» <-*» Wis oe 


later: And,” when T do what is "Zood, tho it 


thunders, I am ſecure. Tho wild Men ſcoff, 
threaten, and even perſecute me {op it, yet'F 
ah * eaſy. © This" inward Judg telling me, 
there is 'one abby call, who: will fee that 10- 
thing ſhall barm the while 1 follow that which is 
Good. T 

Whence, I wonder, roſe this ſubordinate 
Judg, if there be no ſupreme + TIS: 

A. 2. The Vniverſal' Conſent of. all Nations 
witneſſeth to me; that there 1s a God. As Con- 
ſcience within me, © all the World, before 
me, and round about me, does witneſs it. 
The Inhabitants of 'ſome'Covintries do wear 
no Clothes, and dwell 1 in no Houſes ; but they 
do own' * ſome 'God, all of them: + And alas, 
when, 'or-where met they, all.-'to confpire. i in 
this Creed, ? 'Qr, what was It that moved them 
all to'agree in it ? In ſhort ; 

If there be no God above the Heavens, 
what tis kept alive the Notion of one, 
ttirough all Ages * 

'A.'3. The Confeſſon of his worſt, Enemies wit - 
neſſerb to me;; that there is a God. For, could 
ever any Atheiſt free himſelf from the Fear 
of 'a God ?" And, have not Clins, Balzams, 
Judaſſes, Netros, Julians, 'and the like, 'been 
nidde to /ſee,' Feel, and 'confeſs God to be 7 i 
is-true, eElian "pbſcrres, that uſtially the Vul- 


gar 


gar 5 Oe FEM * fAFPIY impreſſed with, 
e Of & 5 an that learned Men, 
aſe Ml We 5 x their Art and Subtlety, as: 
iſputs the glves into Uncertainty. But, 


iS % ure, their wicked Wits copld never find a 
way to extinguiſh their tormenting Fears of an 
inviſible God and Judg. And, 
there be no God, how came all Men to. 
be by, afraid of one ! 2 And, his Enemies to 
con fs him ? 
A. 4. The Beginning of. this materia} World 
witneſſes to me, there 1 15 4 God. For, Teſtimony 
have, that 1 it was not, from Eternity. AAr:- 
ſtotle ſays. the Philoſophers before his time 
were of; opinion, that it. had a Beginning. 
d, better Witneſſes are nof to ſeek. Rea- 
{@ le L have, which convinces me, that the 
d was not. from Eternity ; but. was, at 
a certain tim time, made, as the Chaldeans, the 
Greeks, and Latin Poets, and Philoſophers, held 
it to be. For, could it make i it ſelf? That is as 
impoſlible, as for a Houſe to build it ſelf. And, 
it 1t be ſappoſed to. have been from Eternity, 
why hear we of nothing that is f x tbouſand 
Tears old.? How comes it about, that it. is not 
yet. inhabited, all. of-it ? yea, and. over- 
ſtock*d t00. Burt, if. it was ever made, there 
mult needs be a Maker ; that is, a God. 
1f.there be no God, how came. there. to be 
a World.?. \f.no Builder, how came there to 
be io large a City ?. 
A. 5: The, excellent, Conrivance of all. things 


FT 


Propfeof” God's Brings 99 | 


*& 


lo, Profs of God's Bemg: 

m this World, witneſſeth to me that there is a 
God. For, there 1s not one Blot in the whole. 

Volume of this Work. In the Heavens, on. 

the Earth, in the Seca, we have nothing but: 

Wonders of Wiſdom. The Returns of 
Night and Day, of Winter and Summer ; the 
Production of Minerals; the Growth of 
Plants; the Generation of Animals. And,. 
the admirable Inſtin# by which they are all in- 
clined and enabled to preſerve themſelves 
and their Young. The apt Diſpoſition of the 
ſeveral Parts in all Bodies, for their proper Uſes. 
How aſtoniſhing are theſe, all ? And, unto 
what Cauſe can they be aſcribed ? 

If there be no finitely wiſe God, from 
whence roſe all this Exattneſs? From whence 
is this ſo God-like Work ? Regular Work, 
and worthy of a God, whoſe Way is perfe(? ? 

A.6. The Human Nature eſpecially witneſſeth 
to me, that there is a God. For, ſuch a Son 
could never have been without ſuch a Father. 
What a Body is Man's ? Galen, a Man little 
inclined to Religion, was driven to gcknow- 
ledg a Deity by his conſideration of this Bo- 
dy. Of Parts, ſo numerous, various, beduti- 
ful, and durable. And, almoſt all the inter- 
nal ones unknown to the Fathers of our Fleſh: 
And, as for the Sonl, what is like it ? What 
a Mind, what a Memory, what a Conſci- 
ence, &c. hasit ? Ina word ; what a Princi- 
ple hath it, znclimng it to ſeek well-being 2 What 
another Faculty, to judg of the Nature of things, 
fit 
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fit to. ſerve him, or to diſſervehim? And, 
another, to chuſe 4 and proſecute things according- 
ly? How like 'is the Human Spirit to the Fa- 
ther of Spirits 2 And, what is to be thought of 
the inexplicable Union betwixt our Soul and Body ? 
Our thinking Spirit, and our ſhining Clay. 

If there be no God, how came there to be 
ſach a thing as an: ? 

A. 7. The Continuance and the Quietneſs of 
the things of this World, witneſſeth to me that 
there is 4a God, For, what is it that holds the 
Heavens above us, the Earth under us, the 
Life in us ? Why are not all the Lamps of Hea- 
yen burnt out ? Why is not the Earth, that 
hangs upon nothing, long ago fallen down ? 
How 1s It that not one Speczes of Creature is yet 
loſt ? That of the vaſt Army of them, none 
do ſo mutiny as to deſtroy them that are moſt 
contrary to them? That the Fire doth not 
make the Ar too thin for our Uſe ; boil and' 
conſume the Water ; ſcorch, and make a. 
Brick of the Earth? That the Water doth 
not drown the Earth and all things on it ? 
That the'Earth doth not drink up the Water ? 

If there be not a God, and Lwrd of Hoſts, . 
how ſtands the World, and the Hoſt of jar- 
ring Creatures keep their Ranks and Orders, 
ſo ſweetly as we ſee ? 

A. 8. The Works of Providence concerning 
Mankind do witneſs tome, thereis a God. Both 
the common ones, which accompany vertuous 
Actions, and vicious ones, with Rewards and 
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12 FProgfs of Godig Beings 
Ppniſhgents. Theſe makg.it plajn, that there 
54 | Godlthat | Jt reth in the Earth. Yet highly 
reaſonable it. ſeems to me, that a Supreme 
Ruler and. abſolute. Soverajgn ſhould ſome- 
tmes try his. Servants by Hardſhips ; and 
with, lang ſuffering, endure his Enemies, to 
inſult for a while. Inſomuch, that the very 
Proſperity of Sinners, and, Aduerſi ity of good 
Men, 1s alſo an Argument to me, that X za 
is.2 God who governs all things. Again, the 
extraordinary Difpenſations of Providence ; 
in, delivering of Joſephs out. of Priſons, and 
Daniels out, of Lions Dens, and young Saints 
ont. of fiery Furnaces, And, in raining, Fire 
from, Heaven upon, Sodomites, ſtriking dead, 
an. Anayias. and. Saphzra, ſmiting, a ſwelling 
Herod with an Angel, and the like : 3 theſe do 
proclaim aloud, that. there is one jn the. Hea- 
vens who neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps. 

If there be no God, how is.1t. that. ordina- 
rily :t. goes well with the Righteous, And they 
who ſay. therezs no God, have their Sorrows multi- 
plied? How, is it, that Wonders are wrought. 
for.Saints, and againſt Sinners ? 

A. 9- Miracles do witneſs unto.me, that there 
5 4.God, For, can. theſe be wrought, with- 
out. a; Power. ſuperior to any that Mortals can. 
pretend unto? 

If there be. no Almighty. God, how were 
ever. the. Dead-raiſed ? The Winds and. Seas 
checked.? The Sun made. to ſtand ſtill, and. 


to go back. ? 
A. 10. , 


A. 10. Prophecies Fudfilimene Wafer to Þ, 
that there is a 'Go, * For, WhoYur an; O11ni- 
ſeient God canpofbly forekneWw tuch #9 
things, as in their Circumſtances Ire moft TOh- 
tingent? But of ſuch there have been tiny pRin 
Predi&ions; at very'many years diſtarice; as 
the Heathen Aiſtory, as well'as Chii/Han, doth 
atteſt. Thus Cicero of old did} argue; there 
being ſuch a thing as 'PROPHECT, there mint 
needs be a Deity ' | an 
If there be no- God, how came fo many 
future things to be foretold?  - * - TY 

A. 11. Particularly,. the State of the Fewiſh 
Nation witneſſeth to me that there is a God, If 
not, by what means hath it been with that 


, 


. E_ECT 


People for ſixteen hundred Years, as it was 
foretold ? And; ſoas it never'was with any 
People ſince the beginning of Time. Out of 
their Land: they have been driven ;-particu> 
lat.Place of abode, as a- Natjon,-they. have 
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ſtil kept up as a diſtin& People ; kept as a 
ſtanditig Memorial to the World, of the Di- 
vine Wrath for their RejeQion of. the Salva- 
tion of God, . and Conſolation of Iſrael 
"If there be no God; whoſe Wrath is it that 
is come pon the Jews to the uttermtoſt 7 
A. 1.2. The being of ſuth a Bok i1 the World 
ds that of the - Scripttre 'of "Old aha New Teſfta- 
| ment, 


WAS 5+, p = 


my - "4558 4 "IP 24 by bog j - Wt "REP 47s Wo” OS 6 p - 2 R —_— 
: v 24 F "wy nt Bae 0 RL" > is ax WITTE »4 POE, ae —_— 
L ; . doko p 8 'S eo” As rg Rath Om jet 24 2 
. 0d > * 4 0d 4 ”- bs d ne ; 
4 s L s - 
| $ s 5 | 
o 5 


14 Profs of the Scriptures 
ment, -witneſſeth to me that there.1s a God. For; 
if there be no God, who made that Book ; 
which is as much more wonderful than ens 
Books, as. the Works of the Creation are 
more.wonderful than Mens Works - I can as 
ſoon believe that a poor Carpenter raiſed the 
Roof of the Heavens, as that any Mortal ever 
endited the Holy Scriptures, The Deſign. of 
them is too glorious, the Do@rine too ſub- 
lime, the Precepts too wiſe and too impartial, 
the Threats too awful, the Promiſes too.rich, 
for Creature to invent. P 

If there be no God, what Original hath 
that Godlike Word ? | 
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CHAP. I. 


The Arguments by which: the Holy Spirit. 
doth confirm his Servants Minas in the 

| Perſwaſion that the Scripture of Old and 
New Teſtament is the Word of God, are 
principally, theſe : 


Arg. 1. = Antiquity commenads it to me for 
_ _ K& God's Book. Novelty might occa- 

ſton Jealouſy. But reaſonable. it ſeems, that, 
pleaſing to. have a Book in the World, God 
ſhould order his own Book to have the Ho- 
nour of being the firſt. _ : 
And, this bis Book wag ſurely the Firſt * 
"LW 3 _ tne 


| the World; 5 as the Jews, bis People of Fold, cre 
- the firſt Nation.. Homer's Writings, Chro- 
nologers make fix hundred ..Years after Mo- 
ſes; and Orpheus his Writings, five hundred. 

A: 2. Its Penmens Sandy doth commend it 
fo me for God's "Book. For, of ungueſtionable 
Holineſs. they were, all of, them. Humbly 
they confeſs their 07n Faults: and imparti- 
ally tell the Faults of their deareſt Friends. 
Powerfully they preach all manner of Holy Con-« 
verſation. Teaching, that of every idle Word 
there muſt be given an account one day. And, 
as they preached, they lived. 4 ftraiter Gate 
than the World's, they entred; and a: narrower 
Way they walked . in, Of many things lawful 
they denied themſelves. And of the common 
Enjoyments of Mankind, many, were deprived. 
Bonds and Afﬀiicions abiding them, for their 
Dottrine. . Doctrine, which expoſed them 
to nothing in the World, but Pains aCtive 
and paſlive. 

W hat then, beſide the Spitit of God ating 
them, could. poſſibly make them fo to write * 
What, but the Holy Spirit kindling in them 
A Fire which they could not ſuppreſs ? Ex- 
preſt in that Saying, We cannot but ſpeak the 
things which we bave ſeen and heard ! 

' A. 3. The vaſt Diſtance of theſe. holy andeyar- 
monious Writers of the Scripture, doth commend 
it to me for God's Book, The Diſtance of them 
from one another, asVto Place, and as to © 
Time. For they. were of diſtant Countries, 
: ; - many 
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Writer. 
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pe of them, Abe Ifre(if or | 

ing of * 
eh 1aſt of 8t-5obj, wee abut ths thouke : 


out. WO ooulay 
Yeats. Tho all thetr Writings em to == 
but by the different Pens of one and the | 


: forms, tay it's Ws app oofphe i 
they ſhould have ever conſpired to KY r 
deceive the World. or ſhou1d 5h np la 
hora but that i e were a&t al 

y the fame Spirit of harmogious Trut Phar 
Goodnefs. 

A. 4: The Mirkeles whe vewith it bas been 6 con 
firmed, do further com! end i to me for God's 
Book. Moſes wrought about es ſix.; T 
Prophets in the time” of - the fi i, Temp 
wrought bout: an hundred apd [fy Our 
Saviour wrought . innuitlerable And, , the 
Apoſtles an abundance.” Axd fiich, that the 
NioHt ſpiteful Eneties could never detect any. 
the leaſt Impoſture in them, but were forced 
fo confeſs the Evidence. 

W hat then * E Can any hut Ew Almighty 
Power work Miracles ? Or, would that work 
chem to' confirm Cheats? If not, the Holy 
Scripture muſt be.God's oWn Book. rae 

A. 5. The Acconipliſhment of its Prophiecies 
doth commend it to me for Gag's "Book. From. its 
firſt publiſhing, it hath ever been a Bru bnalti- 
CArion 0 things . to comes, "And, :& Fen 


have ſhown. an infall ible one, Tea, and .2n 
Error ſar one. -For, nothing goo 


or bad be- 
tel, 


